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Toolbox
Language Functions

I can….
Related Structures/

Patterns
Priority 

Vocabulary
talk about the benefits of 
vacation

talk about where I and others 
want to go and ask for and give 
reasons.

share details on future vacations 
- where, with whom, when, etc. 

share details on past vacations -
where, with whom, when, etc. 

state how I felt about a vacation 
and react to what others say 
about their vacations.

compare how people spend 
vacation time in other cultures

See unit template for additional
functions.

Toolbox
Language Functions

I can….
Related Structures/

Patterns
Priority 

Vocabulary
talk about the benefits of 
vacation

I take a vacation to..
learn, help others, reduce stress,
relax, volunteer, practice a sport

talk about where I and others 
want to go and ask for and give 
reasons.

to want
because
I like/don’t like to…(activities)

share details on future vacations 
- where, with whom, when, etc. 

interrogatives
near future - going to…

share details on past vacations -
where, with whom, when, etc. 

interrogatives
high frequency verbs related to
vacation, travel

state how I felt about a vacation 
and react to what others say 
about their vacations.

It was….
descriptive adjectives

compare how people spend 
vacation time in other cultures

prepositions with countries
impersonal pronoun
Here…but in (country), they….

See unit template for additional
functions.

This is the first section where 
there may be differences by 
language. 
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Grammar in context

6.

Grammar in context



7/27/17

4

http://coerll.utexas.edu/methods/modules/grammar/03/

• Explicit instruction – explaining the rules of grammar
• Implicit instruction – acquisition of language, embedded 

in communicative context
• Deductive instruction – rules are explained
• Inductive – students uses languages, no real effort to 

identify patterns of grammar

P

A

C

E

o-construct

ttention

resentation

xtend
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I can say what I did 
to celebrate a 

holiday. 

Read and/or listen 

Talk about it

Write about 
it
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Personalization

Remember: Everything is done in the target language.
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la question Oui…. Non….

célébrer Tu as célébré…? Oui, j’ai célébré…
Non, je n’ai pas 
célébré…

dîner Tu as dîné….?

acheter

écouter 
de la 
musique

voyager

regarder 
un film

Je n’ai rien fait!  Je déteste la fête de Saint Valentin!

Co-construct
Pretend you are the author of a 
grammar textbook. How would 

you explain the rule? 

Oui, j’ai dîné. Non, je n’ai pas dîné.
Tu as acheté..?.

Exit Slip:  Write 3 things you did or 
didn’t do for Valentine’s Day.
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http://lifehacker.com/5993267

You can’t select 
vocabulary until 

you know its 
PURPOSE .
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Hear the conversation you 
want students to have. Do 

not teach the conversation. 

oDo you want to go to Angers?
o Angers? I don’t know. I want to go to the 

beach. Is there a beach?
oNo, but there is a great castle and the 

beach is close to Angers.
o I prefer a town close to the beach. What 

about La Baule?
oMaybe, are there museums and good 

restaurants? 
oOf course. 
oOK, what about 3 days in La Baule and 3 in 

Angers.
oGreat idea. Let’s go.

2. I can talk about where I and others want to go and 
ask for and give reasons. 
Où tu veux aller en vacances? Where do you want to go on vacation? 

Je veux aller…. I want to go... 

à la plage. …to the beach.

aux montagnes. …to the mountains.

à la campagne. …to the countryside.

au foret. …to the forest.

en ville. ...to a city.

Pourquoi? Why?

...parce que je l’aime. ..because I like it.

…parce que c’est amusant. ...because it’s fun.

…parce que je veux nager. ...because I want to [swim].

Personal vocabulary 
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Toolbox
Language Functions

I can….
Related Structures/

Patterns
Priority 

Vocabulary
talk about the benefits of 
vacation

I take a vacation to..
learn, help others, reduce stress,
relax, volunteer, practice a sport

• high frequency verbs related 
to travel/vacation

• clothing, travel needs
• weather expressions
• expressions related to 

vacation
• destinations - mountains, 

rivers, beaches
• directional phrases - N, S, E, 

W, close to
• reasons for taking vacation 

talk about where I and others 
want to go and ask for and give 
reasons.

to want
because
I like/don’t like to…(activities)

share details on future vacations 
- where, with whom, when, etc. 

interrogatives
near future - going to…

share details on past vacations -
where, with whom, when, etc. 

interrogatives
high frequency verbs related to
vacation, travel

state how I felt about a vacation 
and react to what others say 
about their vacations.

It was….
descriptive adjectives

compare how people spend 
vacation time in other cultures

prepositions with countries
impersonal pronoun
Here…but in (country), they….

See unit template for additional
functions.

This is the first section where 
there may be differences by 
language. 



7/27/17

11

Vocabulary in Context

It’s difficult for me to decide where to go on _________. I 
really love the _______ because I like to swim. But, I also 
enjoy the being in ________ where I can walk and hike. The 
most important thing is to be able to relax and spend time 
with family or friends. _______ are often too busy because 
there is so much to see like museums and monuments. Of 
course,  it’s an _________ to try new food in different 
restaurants. 

cities    beach    adventure     vacation    parks    mountains

Interpersonal Mode
Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or 
written conversations to share information, reactions, feelings, 
and opinions. 
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Interpersonal Communication

is not is
one-way communication two-way exchange.

memorized (skits, dialogues). spontaneous and unpredictable. 

only asking all the questions. helping each other. 

strict turn taking. 
following up and reacting; 
maintaining the conversation

ignoring your partner; waiting to say 
something. 

indicating interest; interactive body 
language; eye contact. 

overly concerned about accuracy. focused on the message. 

giving up when you don’t 
understand. 

asking for clarification if 
communication fails/falters. 

Working with Random Partners

A B

C D

Inner/Outer Circle

Rotating Rows

Four Corners
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Think – Write  - Pair - Share

The teacher poses a problem 

or presents a topic.  Students 

are given time to think and may be

asked to jot down their thoughts or asked to respond 

individually using tools such as polleverywhere. They then 

pair with another student to discuss the topic or compare 

responses.  Finally, they share their thoughts with the 

whole class.

What is your 
definition of 
meaningful 

communication? 
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head
foot
hand

stomach
eyes

Have a conversation using the following words. 

nose
ears

mouth
knee
hair

Lexical Chaining Known Responses
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• Interaction and negotiation of  
meaning

• Talk that increases in fluency, 
accuracy, and complexity over 
time
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MOVE FROM: 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 – 5 MOVE TO:

Is distracted, does not listen to others Listens to others attentively and politely

Does not ask any questions to 
encourage discussion

Asks questions on topic to encourage 
discussion

Does not ask any follow-up questions
Asks follow-up questions related to what 
someone else said

Interrupts others, makes rude 
comments or gestures

Contributes politely and respectfully to the 
discussion

Gives single word or short responses 
with no explanation

Gives responses with details, reasons, 
explanations 

Does not ask others what they think Invites others to share their ideas, opinions

Does not add any additional 
information on topic to the discussion

Adds ideas, insights, additional 
information on topic to make the 
discussion more interesting

Uses English more than the target 
language

Uses the target language all of the time

Often difficult to understand; cannot 
rephrase or explain when others don’t 
understand

Easily understood by others; can rephrase 
or explain when others don’t understand

Donna Clementi

Engage in role-play (not skits)

You’ve just run into a 
colleague while out having 
fun. Of course, you begin 
to talk about the start of 
the year. You are both 
looking forward to the 
start of the year, but also 
have reservations. Talk 
until you find ideas that 
you agree and disagree 
with when thinking about 
the start of the year. 



7/27/17

17

High Structure Conversations

Opinions

What happened?

Sadow, Stephen A., "Creative Activities for Teaching Language" (2010) 

High Structure Conversations

Looking Bad

Sadow, Stephen A., "Creative Activities for Teaching Language" (2010) 
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High Structure Conversations

Sadow, Stephen A., "Creative Activities for Teaching Language" (2010) 

Use third person observer 
or have students record 
and transcribe the 
conversation. 

High Structure Conversations

Overheard 

Sadow, Stephen A., "Creative Activities for Teaching Language" (2010) 
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Teach the Language of Discussion / Debate

How to Start Academic Conversations 
Jeff Zwiers and Marie Crawford

Educational Leadership/April 2009

What should be done to protect the environment?

•

•
•
•

•
•

•

In your group discuss the following ideas. Add one or two 
additional ideas to the list. Select your top 2 ideas. Be certain 
that everyone in your group can defend the choices you made. 

Structured Debate
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http://1jour1actu.com/debat/

Should begging be banned from downtown 
areas? Beggars are being banned from downtown areas. 
It’s against the law to beg in the streets or in public 
transportation. If beggers are caught, they must pay a 
fine of about $75.00. 
Roles in the debate:
• the mayor of the city
• a beggar
• a resident of the city
• a representative of a foundation that helps the poor

Consider:
• the need to enact laws for public good
• the need for food and shelter for the homeless/unemployed
• the need to feel safe in the streets
• where the beggars go when they leave the city
• the impact of the current economic conditions on poverty

Home and Shelter
EQ: Why does everyone need a place to call home?

Structured 
Debate

Vacation Time — Why travel?
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Strong 
Performance

10 9

Meets
Expectations

8

Approaches 
Expectations

7

Minimal 
Performance

6

How well am I understood?

I am easily understood. My 
errors in speaking are minor 
and do not interfere with 
communication.

I am understood most of the 
time. I may need to repeat 
or reword occasionally. My 
errors in speaking do not 
interfere with 
communication.

I am difficult to understand 
at times. I may ask for help 
expressing ideas. Some 
errors may interfere with 
communication.

I am extremely difficult to 
understand. I repeat 
frequently. My errors 
interfere with 
communication.

How involved am I in the 
conversation?

I ask a variety of relevant 
questions to keep the 
conversation going. I 
respond to questions and/or 
add follow-up comments. I 
encourage others to 
participate.

I ask relevant questions to 
keep the conversation 
going. I respond to 
questions and/or make a 
follow-up comment. I am an 
equal participant in 
conversation.

I ask a few relevant 
questions. I give simple or 
minimal answers to 
questions.

I ask random questions that 
may or may not be on topic. 
My participation is  minimal.

How easily do I deliver my 
thoughts?

My conversation flows with 
few pauses.

I pause but my hesitations 
seem natural. I complete my 
thoughts.

I hesitate often and pauses 
are awkward. I have few or 
no incomplete thoughts.

My speech is slow and 
halting; long pauses may 
occur.  I struggle to 
complete or do not 
complete thoughts.

How do I demonstrate that 
I can correctly use the new 
vocabulary from the unit?

I successfully use many new 
words and personal 
vocabulary related to the 
unit. I elaborate to complete 
the task.

I successfully use new words 
related to the unit to 
complete the task.

I successfully use a few of 
the new words related to 
the unit to partially 
complete the task.

I rely on simple and very 
familiar vocabulary to 
partially complete the task.

What cultural knowledge 
and understandings do I 
share?

I add relevant information 
about the target culture. I 
use cultural gestures and/or 
expressions appropriately.

I refer to relevant 
information about the 
target culture. I may use 
cultural gestures and/or 
expressions appropriately.

I make limited or no 
references to the target 
culture. I may use a cultural 
gesture or expression.

I respond only from the 
personal point of view or my 
own perspective.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/dilaudid/4954719152/sizes/m/
Markus	Koljonen	– website:	http://blackswan.carbonmade.com	

What	percentage	
of	your	grade	is	

allocated	
to	interpersonal	
(unrehearsed)	
communication?		
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Inappropriate Grading Practices

• Rating homework and first efforts
• Using averages exclusively
• Using zeros indiscriminately
• Combining attitude and effort with achievement
• Applying severe penalties to late work
• Giving extra credit or bonus marks
• Distinguishing between excused and unexcused absences
• Applying assessment penalties to academic dishonesty
• Not giving special consideration to recent achievement
• Including group scores in individuals grades
• Basing grades on — poor quality assessments, assessment 

methods, unclear or limited performance standards
• Basing grades on a “lurking” bell curve

Adapted from How to Grade for Learning, Ken O’Connor

% Category What	it	measures.

10% Learning	
Practice

Grades	in	this	category	reflect	the	preparation	work	that	you	
will	do	to	be	ready	to	use	the	language	in	real	world	ways.		
Homework,	participation,	in-class	work,	discrete	point	
vocabulary	and	grammar	quizzes	count	in	this	category.

30% Interpersonal
(Speaking)

The	interpersonal	mode	of	communication	measures	how	well	
you	speak	the	language	and	is	the	mode	that	prepares	you	to	
speak	the	language.	You	speak	or	write	to	exchange	information	
in	natural	ways	and	you	do	not	have	a	chance	to	script	or	
memorize	conversations	or	dialogues.		

30%
Interpretive
(Reading	and	
Listening)

The	interpretive	mode	of	communication	measures	how	well	
you	understand	spoken	or	written	authentic	texts.	There	is	no	
opportunity	to	interact	with	others	so	you	must	be	able	to	
understand	the	spoken	or	written	text	on	your	own.	

30%
Presentational
(Speaking	or	
Writing)

The	presentational	mode	of	communication	allows	you	to	think	
about	what	you	will	say	or	write.	When	writing,	you	may	have	
time	to	draft	and	revise	before	producing	a	final	product.	When	
speaking,	you	may	be	able	to	rehearse	and/or	to	record	
multiple	times	until	you	are	satisfied	with	the	final	product.	
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Presentational Mode

Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to 
inform, explain, persuade, and narrate on a variety of 

topics using appropriate media and adapting to various 
audiences of listeners, readers, or viewers. 
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is not is
negotiated communication. one-way communication.

random.
practiced, rehearsed, polished, 
edited. 

unplanned. organized. 

speaking or writing in a vacuum.
an awareness of audience 
(formal/informal; cultural context).

reliance on circumlocution
improved by using appropropriate
tools – dictionary, spell-check, etc.

speaking or writing only for the 
teacher.

produced for an intended audience 
and purpose. 

Inquiry

Drafting

Strategic	Writing
Deborah	Dean

can’t	be	a	writer	without	being	a	thinker,
need	to	find,	focus	and	develop	ideas

ability	to	discover	textual	
clues	and	imitate	them	in	
different	contexts	for	
different	audiences

develop	a	sensitivity	to	
text,	revise	to	address	
concerns	about	
audience

Inquiry informs each stage of the writing process
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http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/de/pd/instr/strats/storymapping/index.html

http://www.101words.org/

http://flashfictiononline.com/main/

http://www.sixwordmemoirs.com

Novice 
Low

Novice 
Mid

Novice 
High

Intermediate 
Low

Intermediate 
Mid

Intermediate 
High

I can copy 
some familiar 
words, 
characters, or 
phrases. 

I can write lists 
and memorized 
phrases on 
familiar topics. 

I can write short 
messages and 
notes on 
familiar topics 
related to 
everyday life. 

I can write 
briefly about 
most familiar 
topics and 
present 
information 
using a series of 
simple 
sentences. 

I can write on 
a wide 
variety of 
familiar 
topics using 
connected 
sentences. 

I can write on 
topics related 
to school, work, 
and community 
in a generally 
organized way. 
I can write 
some simple 
paragraphs 
about events 
and 
experiences in 
various time 
frames. 
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What is the definition of a sentence?

I met a very interesting
person 
__________ __________
where ?      with whom?

__________     __________
when ? why?

Building Blocks“It answers at least 3 questions.”
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Look at My Book — How Kids Can Write & 
Illustrate Terrific Books

Loreen Leedy

Ruth Culham

“Students in classes where 
conventions are valued over 
everything else get a distorted 
view of writing…Effective 
writing classrooms are places 
where there is a balance 
between creating interesting, 
informative, imaginative texts, 
and editing those texts for 
conventions.”

~Ruth Culham

Conventions
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“It has now become conventional wisdom…… that the 
best way to teach conventions is by example, using 

texts students create.”
--Ruth Culham

Correct use of all 
conventions Risk-taking

Writing errors are bad, 
they are indicators of 
failure

Writing errors are good, 
they are opportunities 
for instruction

Composition Correction Reference Sheet

The error chart lists codes for your writing errors. You will 
use the codes and the samples provided to assess and 
correct the mistakes that you made in your
composition.

Code Explanation Sample

1. sp Spelling mistake
sp

J’aime bein   (bien)

2. s/v
Subject and verb need to 
agree

s/v
Où est-ce que tu habite? (habites)

3. n Noun / adjective agreement
n

J’adore le petite chien noir. (petit)

4. m
Mood – use indicative or 
subjunctive correctly

m
Il faut que tu fais tes devoirs. (fasses)
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Use this chart to keep track of the number and type of errors 
that you made in each composition. Your goal is to continue 
to reduce the number of errors that 
you make in each category. 

Devoir 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Ti
tr

e

1. sp

2. s/v

3. n

4. m

Performance Based Assessment

•Do the tasks address the major goals of the unit?

•Do the tasks match the targeted performance level? 

•Do they address some aspect of the essential 
question?

•Are they real-world tasks? 

•Do they address 21st Century Learning skills —
communication, collaboration, creativity and 
innovation and critical thinking and problem 
solving?
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Vacation Time — Why vacation?

Strong 
Performance

10 9

Meets
Expectations

8

Approaches 
Expectations

7

Minimal 
Performance

6

Am I understood?

My writing is clearly 
understood; the reader 
understands the writer’s 
intent without extra 
effort. Errors do not 
interfere with message. 
Good to consistent control 
of structure(s) studied in 
the unit.

My writing is generally 
understood; but reader 
may have to occasionally 
reread a phrase or 
sentence to understand. 
Errors do not interfere 
with message. 
Partial control of 
structure(s) studied in the 
unit.

My writing is generally 
understood, but the 
reader may have to be 
willing to make a guess or 
reread to understand. 
Errors occur and do cause 
some confusion for the 
reader. Inappropriate or 
inconsistent use of studied 
structure(s).

My writing is extremely 
difficult to understand; 
Errors interfere with 
communication. Minimal 
or no use of studied 
structure(s).

How rich is my 
vocabulary?

I use a wide variety of 
familiar vocabulary, 
correctly and 
appropriately incorporate 
new expressions from the 
current unit of study. I 
include personal 
vocabulary. 

I use a variety of familiar 
vocabulary, correctly and 
appropriately incorporate 
a few new expressions 
from the current unit of 
study.

I use simple, familiar 
vocabulary, correctly; and 
I may use a few new 
expressions from the 
current unit of study.

I rely on simple and very 
familiar vocabulary.

How well do I complete 
the task? 

I complete each part of 
the task adding some  
details beyond given 
expectations.   

I complete each part of 
the task.

I complete most of the 
task.   

I complete some of the 
task, but key components 
are missing. 
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Strong 
Performance

10 9

Meets
Expectations

8

Approaches 
Expectations

7

Minimal 
Performance

6

How organized is 
my writing?

My ideas are 
presented in an 
organized manner.  
My sentences are 
varied and 
interesting and I 
use transitions to 
connect my 
thoughts. 

My ideas are 
presented in a 
somewhat logical 
manner. I have 
some interesting 
sentences and use 
transitions to 
connect my 
thoughts. 

My ideas are 
shared in a random 
fashion. My 
sentences follow a 
predictable 
pattern.

My ideas are not 
presented in a 
logical manner. I 
struggle to produce 
sentences and my 
thoughts may be 
incomplete.

How are 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
the target culture 
represented? 

Comparisons 
between target 
language and 
American culture 
are accurately 
presented.

Information about 
the target culture is 
accurately 
presented. 

Information about 
the target culture is 
presented, but may 
or may not be 
accurate.

The information 
that is shared is 
primarily from 
personal point of 
view. There is little 
to no mention of 
the target culture.

Presentational Project
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Presentational Writing 
(Script and Visual Product)

Presentational Speaking
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Laura Terrill
lterrill@gmail.com

lterrillwoodward.wikispaces.com

Thank you


